Synthetic peptides in malaria research.
Peptides synthesized by solid-phase procedures find a number of applications in research aimed at developing new methods of controlling malaria. The use of peptides has allowed the delineation of B and T cell epitopes in parasite antigens, convenient measurement of antibody levels, analysis of cellular immune responses, cell invasion studies and development of synthetic vaccines. Current trends in the use of synthetic peptides in malaria research are outlined in this review.